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Written submission from SNH 

ECCLR Committee – work on SNH Deer Management Report 

I am writing to you in response to your additional written submission from the British 

Deer Society to the ECCLR (Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform) 

Committee on 3 February 2017 as I wanted to reiterate what we said to the 

Committee in our oral evidence on 24 January 2017.   

The main finding from the Native Woodland Survey of Scotland shows that more 

than 30% of native woodlands are affected by herbivores with deer acting as a 

significant herbivore pressure in both the uplands and lowlands. We accept that in 

some circumstances distinguishing between herbivores can be difficult but that 

doesn’t deflect from the fact that deer are preventing woodlands from being in better 

condition.  

I won’t go into detail on the questions you raise about the protocols used for the 

Native Woodland Survey of Scotland as I understand that you have had substantial 

correspondence with the Forestry Commission.  However, I would summarise that 

surveyors received four weeks training and consolidation as well as periodic 

consistency checking and refresher days.  The report by Steve Buckland that you 

refer to was based on the access he had to the protocols alone, and not to any of the 

training and instruction given to surveyors in the classroom and field during an 

intensive four week period before the survey started.  

As we indicated in our response to the ECCLR Committee we have indeed 

considered immune-contraception as a means of controlling deer, and as we stated, 

we will consider this further in due course.  There is a considerable published 

literature on immuno-contraception applications to wildlife management published in 

the scientific literature although much of the work is heavily caveated when it comes 

to making recommendations on control measures for wild populations. We are of 

course aware of the material published on the Deer Initiative website, noting that 

most of the relevant references go up to 2008. 

We look forward to working with you and your members to promote better 

understanding of where deer are repressing our native woodlands and to work 

actively to reverse this. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Bachell 

Director, Policy & Advice 

21 February 2017 

 


